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t hang . I ' m ]ust going ro be blunt about it. I w o uld like to
ask Senator Warner to comment about those responsibilities.

PRESIDENT: Senator Warner, would you respond, please.

SENATOR WARNER: Yes. M r. President, m e mbers o f the
Legislature, a s has been znd xcated by othe rs, th e Highway
Commission is in fact advisory. The ultimate responsibility for
t he administration and operation o f the Depa rtment of Road s
rests with the Governor through their appointed director, state
engineer. The purpose of the bill was, as all of us k n ow, for
administrative p u rposes. E ssen tially the Department of Roads
has eight dzst>acts, eight district engineers. The purpose of
the bill is to ensure representation in an advisory capacity
from each of those districts across the s t ate. I th ink the
bill, in itself, is fine for that purpose. A s far as the direct
responsibility hat th e H i ghway Commission has, at least in an
a dministrative capacity, there is v i rtually none , n or sh ou ld
there be . U l tim ately the Governor should be held responsible
for what zs done. Now , as a p ractical matter, however, the
Highway Commzssxon does have impact. Th e y are the ones that are
responsible for holding the hearings on the one- and six-year
progr ams . They mak e nume r ou s recom mendations to the
administration. I thin k f requently those recommendations are
f o l l o w ed . I t i s a way f o r p ub l i c i np u t . I s up po se t h e mo s t
significant d i fference tha t comes to my mind is prior to 1953
v irtually every road delegation or concern about a road , the y
were always met in the Governor' o ffice. T h ere was probably
laterally more than one m eeting a w eek of some d e leg a tion.
There is stall some of that, of course. Bu t I think the Highway
Commission s e rves a v ery excellent purpose as a sounding board
for proposals to holding public hearings, and to formalize input
cf public concerns on specific roads. But they are ad visory,
and to that extent I do not thank they should be more than that.

I u n d e r s t an d we
Senato r L an di s .

P RESIDENT: A ll righ t , th ank you very much .
have the Landis amendment in. Ju st a m oment,
Mr. C l e r k .

CLERK: Mr . Pre sident, Se nator Landes would move to amend the
b i l l . (Read Landis amendment a s found on page 397 of the
Legi s l a t i v e J our n a l . )

PRESIDENT: Sena t o r L and e s , pl ease.
SENATOR LANDIS: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, this
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